Introduction
The collaborative technologies as computer-mediated communication (CMC) were used to provide students with communication tools to engage in informal processes of knowledge sharing. The context of this study makes use of the Web-based learning and teaching platform as an effective means of instruction, which also provides learner-centred research evidence of peer learning. During the study, the students' communication capabilities of the online learning and teaching platform demonstrates a learning process that relied upon effective integration into an authentic community (i.e. the teaching environment). Learning processes that are "grounded in talk" can stimulate higher order thinking skills by providing a context and mechanism for explanation, justification and reason (Oliver 1997) . Through these peer learning activities, learner interaction with lecturer(s) and other learners becomes essential if they can master the concepts and skills associated with their profession. (Jung 2000) .
Background of study
In this study, instead of giving traditional lectures, a peer learning strategy was adopted and students became actively involved in peer assessment and collaborative learning activities through CMC . The study provides another perspective on the use of a virtual learning community approach to enhance flexibility, connectivity, interactivity and initiative of the learners giving them the opportunity to engage their IT knowledge in practical teaching situations.
Methods of communication that support Peer Learning
A web-based learning and teaching platform was used to support learning community discussion. This allowed for individual discussion, inter-group, and intra-group discussion as well as lecturer input.
Students could access the forum either from home, or
anywhere that has computer online to the Internet.
In order to enhance the learning community atmosphere, each team conducted a learning meeting for all the activities (i.e. presentation and try -out).
These learning meetings were held for an hour per presentation team every week during the teaching session.
Theoretical Framework
Jean Piaget claimed that for most individuals cognition 
Purpose & Significance of the Study
The purpose of the study was to report on pre-service teacher perceptions based on their initial use of virtual learning community approach designed to enhance flexibility in learning, and connectivity and interactivity of peer learning community. ' HF�
COMPUTER SOCIETY
The current study is significant because it contributes to the understanding of how the students used the available CMC to support a learning community of peers.
Building a Learning Community through CMC
Thirty four pre -service teachers enrolled in one of the author'S classes, were provided with opportunities to conduct an in-depth exploration of different learning theories underpinning the design of computer supported learning systems that might impact upon the learning of pupils. All thirty four pre-service teachers were studying IT as a minor. At the beginning of the module, the students were allowed to divide into II groups, which contained 3 to 4 members in each group.
The assessments in the module were predominantly collaborative and undertook all tasks in a group context. Within the study period, each team had to make a presentation around the question "the role of computer-supported learning environments in teaching and learning", and to report on the outcome of a teaching trial that integrated a computer supported learning environment into their own teaching. After every presentation, both teams had to post a critical question to the online learning platform, and the students in the whole class were welcomed to share their views. Apart from this, the members of the presentation teams would also be granted the moderator right to facilitate discussion. During the module, pre-service teachers were allocated to different primary schools for teaching practice. Before they began teaching practice, a questionnaire was put 
Student Perceptions of the New Learning Community
A questionnaire was designed to gain an indication of how the on-line environment was perceived and whether students felt that it contributed to the building of learning community.
Students were asked to respond to 10 statements related to their opinions on group work in the learning process and their perceptions on peers as evaluators.
The research questions can be organized into 3 categories (fl exibility in learning, connectivity and interactivity of the learning community, transferability of skill developed). Responses were rated on a five point scale ranging from 1 =strongly disagreed to 5=strongly agreed, and the students were also requested to rank statements order of importance.
Results of a statistical breakdown of all student responses are shown as follow.
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Conclusion
This study is a pilot for a much more extensive study.
The students faced cooperative learning and peer assessment for the first time and it was inevitable that they would feel somewhat uncomfortable. Also it is understandable that students valued the role of the lecturer(s) in mediating the on-line discussion and without enough confidence to assess other peers.
However, the findings suggest that CMC was a stimulus for the development of a learning community that met in many different ways, e.g. sllBll groups, face-to-face meetings (formal and informal), large face-to-face groups (formal meetings at university) and numerous telephone conversations (informal).
Also during the study a learning community was initiated from the first day of the module and this appears to be an important factor. Much of this was due to the organization of team building, presentations and try-out activities that engaged students in learning experiences that allowed them to learn to work effectively with each other in small groups.
The study began the development of a 'knowledge building community' whose purpose was to develop some of the basic skills needed to work in small
These are the self ref l ective statements, so students were not ask to rank the priorities 
